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5 April 2016 

 

APL Guidelines on SOLAS VGM Implementation 

 

Dear Valued Customer, 

 

As announced earlier,  the International Maritime Organization (IMO) has adopted a new 

regulation under the Safety of Life at Sea Convention (SOLAS) requiring vessel 

operators to load only packed containers with shipper-declared Verified Gross Mass 

(VGM), onboard their ships. This takes effect from 1 July 2016.  

 

To ensure that your cargo flow is not disrupted as a result of the new regulation, APL 

has been making enhancements to our systems and processes to facilitate timely and 

accurate transmission of VGM data.  

 

Below are the principles that APL will be adopting with regards to shipper’s VGM 

submission: 

 

1.  “No VGM, No Load” Policy: 

To comply with the IMO regulation, APL will not load a packed container for which 

VGM has not been provided by the shipper in time, on board its vessels. While 

APL defaults to a “No VGM, No Load” rule, it is important to note that selected 

terminals operators may adopt a “No VGM, No Gate-in” policy instead at their 

premises.  A packed container without VGM declared may be denied gate entry 

into these terminals.  

2. Availability of Container Tare Weight Data:  

Shippers using Method 2 of deriving VGM will need to add the net weight of all 

contents of the container to its tare weight.  The latter is available on the door-

http://www.apl.com/wps/portal/apl/!ut/p/z1/vZTbctowEIafJRdcplrLB8mXxk0cUiAUh4J1oxG2TNTB5mBDD09fyaFpSEPMTKfxlaz9JX2_dleIoRlipdirhajVqhRL_Z8wj99FfhhFFEcQewH0hm40iOIuvg4ATY8FkQNdLQCnf_3JBzcgiJ0MR0Ow0BfEEEvLel0_oESsl7wQqqxULXm6KmtZ1ks174AOdOBhVchmyCvBS_mt4qLMeCEzJZ6m011Va9lWZHtVrbZKVk8hDJZrDlunKkNJKnFOMgDH8whOM6C-C74PxJs7eJ77xCg3O7n9YaGkA8GozwcaLDZg4SNY34DpQAduGjCjiQM-_A02eAQ7TIcHsOAZ2CHUgL11j81FsXPyAEdfAN0x7toA0R1uy8O0LdHsr-2fH6TXs1ckxwRte7BjSHqDbeiRYf8qHoMFBKNEQ5KTLkKMYrPHNBzwUQ8llvkpK_7mEt6oxUJ-yO05cVwKTm4Btp2U0gwLP5fEo5ARSVHSWAjvZ6YiTpbqP1dEeM8_ylzslvUrkvMtbeVerXaVsRarn-fYswDdtpWJ9q6-bjYs0E1rTH-v0ex_dO3LVL-sR_tPqj9PrsZa_Z7Nev4rctvWt-91ocfP4LStkdbFpKB2cTmZzECNCjOmtrvcF8VoeMnmdBFcXPwC3NDROQ!!/dz/d5/L3dHQSEvUUtRZy9nQSEh/?query1=%2FAPL_MainSite_ContentLib%2FAPL%2FHome%2FAPL_SA_News_and_Media%2FAPL_SA_CustomerAdvisories%2FAPL_SA_2015
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side of the container.  However, to empower you to obtain the container tare 

weight at your convenience, APL will be launching a query tool on APL.com. 

 

3. VGM Data Flow: 

Under the SOLAS requirements, the shipper named on the bill of lading is the 

party responsible for providing the carrier and the terminal operator with the VGM 

data. When shipping with APL, your default data flow will be shipper > APL > 

terminal. In cases where the shipper uses a terminal’s weighing service to obtain 

VGM data, the flow will then be terminal > shipper > APL. 

 

4. VGM Submission Channels: 

Shippers may submit VGM data to APL via any of the following channels:  

 EDI via VERMAS, a new EDIFACT message type; 

 Online portals including INTTRA and APL’s HomePort; or 

 Email. 

 Data elements are required by APL during VGM submission include: 

 Booking or Bill of Lading Number 

 Container Number 

 VGM Weight 

 Unit of Measurement (KG or LBS) 

 Date of Declaration 

 Shipper or Responsible Party (Name, Address and Contact details) 

 Name of Authorized Person (Signatory) 

 Method of Weighing (Method 1 or Method 2) - optional 

 Weighing Party (Name, Address and Contact details) - optional 

APL will provide further elaboration on the above in due course. 

 



 
 
  

 
The copyright of all materials provided herein is exclusively held by APL Co. Pte Ltd. or by the original creator of the material. All materials are confidential and 
privileged. None of the material shall be copied, reproduced, distributed, republished, displayed, posted or transmitted in any form or by any means, including, but 
not limited to, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without our prior written permission or that of the copyright owner. Any unauthorized 
use or disclosure of any material contained in this document may violate copyright laws, trademark laws, the laws of privacy and publicity, and communications 
regulations and statutes.  

Page 3 of 3 
 

5. VGM Submission Cut-off: 

As specific requirements across governments, ports and terminals can differ, 

APL’s VGM submission cut-off deadlines will vary from terminal to terminal.  We 

will make available different terminals’ VGM submission cut-offs on APL.com.  In 

addition, we will convey shipment-specific cut-offs during your booking process. 

 

As 1 July 2016 draws near, we will continue to keep you apprised on the topic of VGM 

implementation.  In the meantime, if you have any questions on the subject, please refer 

to our VGM web page or contact your local APL representative. 

 

We thank you for your business and continued support.  

 

Sincerely, 

APL Co. Pte Ltd 

http://www.apl.com/wps/portal/apl/!ut/p/z1/vVVNc9owEP0tPXCkWssfso_GTRwokBTHgH3RyLacqOMPgg1t8usrG0oKBEInM_HJ2n2r1Xu7WqEQzVFYsLV4YLUoC5bJdRAaVDPtPtxoeHjr39lg37lTbzC9x1euhmYt4Na1HNc1setq0IP-GLTh9XcLdJug8KTbHYOCpihEYVzUi_oRBWyR0ZyJohI1p3FZ1LyoMxF1QDo68FjmvP2lFaMPWRmxrOLxainq5525KjNWNVsuYpGgAAxDVwFAixjRVBxHJOVpytKIcaakBDfIpxVfPiso6EhiQzqS6b0mvbNJP2zSS0cHbtr0Dcaz6Zj_qigrEjriiWA7s7Oqaglb2slaVOVS8GrnwqDoZ9Vq5dhTCzzDlm7dHbleD1_bsI2Hvc-G3gT3JEv3Fl8WfwYQXlLtM4Dw6Hj_HlTGh29A9hm8t0e4T9K8wSr0yXh45U1AAYIPAcciB5IFOQlwMPKaPWbOiN71UaA0i6KiZ0Noi2YP_GuqRkTTTdBSBbCqxaaZYGalnBgmJISbKGhP6NzPm5Y72fEfbjnnnn7jKVtl9RuQyykt-VqUq6qh5omXS-gpgAbvVUByFz-fnkJb3v2G9O8azf_j8hd_pcg3UmzN8ZYne-V5UOrDhldfS_3Dv5pI9GdOg92YijlOSSLHlGEQHCdgWjpYFhAj0nCUWuRQ0ON7-1mC7lwtgY26J8fBVt0LR_HgveHzQY5nX4xF7uemmnd935-D6HdZ9MKjlzSfdVlgqnq2znM6quwvfwAptAWC/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/

