Frequent Questions and Answers for Implementation of “SOLAS
Chapter VI amendments” — “Verified Gross Mass”

May 2016

1. What is the content of “SOLAS Chapter VI amendments” (“VGM

rule”)?

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) adopted
amendments to the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention
(Chapter VI, part A, regulation 2), that requires packed containers’
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gross mass to be verified prior to stowage aboard ship. As from 7PN PAREE ARG PREEEDRE PR A o R
July 1, 2016, this “VGM rule”, effective as global law, prohibits EES PRSP A % 20X ) R s e
loading of a packed container in absence of the verified gross mass
(VGM). This applies to all packed containers which are to be loaded
to a vessel under SOLAS regime in international maritime traffic.
2. When “VGM rule” will commence? 2. T TRFEHER, AR, WPEFELR S 2
According to IMO, it will be for those containers loaded from the ZpFEE A FeSOE £ T IEg CmEE ;) 2R, #2016

first loading port on and after July 1, 2016.
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3. When will Yang Ming implement “VGM rule”?

Yang Ming will obey IMO’s requirement and formally implement
“VGM rule” from July 1, 2016 accordingly.
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4.

Is there any required method of obtaining VGM?

“VGM rule” prescribes two methods by which the shipper may
obtain the verified gross mass of a packed container.

Method 1. Upon the conclusion of packing and sealing a container,
the shipper may weigh, or have arr  anged that a third
party weigh, the packed container using calibrated and
certified equipment.

Method 2. The shipper or, by arrangement of the shipper, a third
party may weigh all packages and cargo items, including
the mass of pallets, dunnage and other packing and
securing material to be packed in the container, and
add the tare mass of the container to the sum of the
single masses of the container’s contents. The using
method shall be approved by the competent authority
of the state in which packing of the container was
completed.

In respect of both Method 1 and 2, the weighing equipment used
must meet the applicable accuracy standards and requirements of
the State in which the equipment is being used.
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How obtain the tare weight of each container?

The tare weight of each container can be found on the container
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. Who is obliged to submit VGM?

The shipper named on the bill of lading is the party responsible for
obtaining and providing each packed container’s VGM to the ocean
carrier (or his representative) and/or to the terminal operator,
preferably by electronic means, sufficiently in advance of the
loading in order to prepare and implement the ship stowage plan.

Please be also aware that “VGM rule” demand VGM must be
‘signed’ by either the shipper or a person duly authorized by the
shipper. The signature can be electronic or be replaced by the

name in capitals.
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Is there a standard format of VGM?

No. “VGM rule” only provides that VGM has to be obtained
according to above-mentioned methods (Question 4) and submit
to ocean carrier and/or terminal operator with the signature of
shipper or the party duly authorized by shipper.
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. What are the accepted VGM submission channel and format by
Yang Ming?

Yang Ming provides below methods for submitting VGM
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information:

>  EDIthrough VERMAS (EDIFACT message type)

»  YM Web Platform (Developing and will announce in later
stage)

»  Viadata transmission of authorized third party, such as
terminal operators who accept nomination from
shippers.

»  Document in paper through Email/Fax... etc. (Not

Recommended)

Data elements required by Yang Ming for VGM submission include:

>

vV VvV ¥V ¥V YV VY V

Booking Number

Container Number

VGM

Unit of Measurement (KG or LBS)
VGM Verification Date

Shipper or Responsible Party Name
Shipper or Responsible Party Address

Name of Authorized Person (Signatory)
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9. What would be the consequence in case of violation of “VGM 9. ik " TEFEWMEL , R, PREELEA?
rule’”? y - 3
Bt = T IPg TREE, AR, LR ad. FARKSHF
Strict observance to “VGM rule” is required. Any extra cost, risk #EVGM @ frd cniz e % ~ R "G 2§ Z3REd LA f o
and liability incurred as a consequence of failure to provide VGM
/ , q P 2tk B RPN VGM S R Z L £ i o (NO
shall be borne by shipper.
VGM » NO LOAD)
Any container without VGM submitted before cut-off time will not
be loaded aboard ship. (NO VGM > NO LOAD )
10. Is it mandatory that VGM must be submitted with existing 10. £ 2% 48 RVCM eh? SF & His 2 2 - 429
documentation? .
7o HipY 3F VGM it e B i v - ded Rt S s v 3
No. Combined or separate submissions are both acceptable, but it BR TR LEFRFHY R A PRELZRE ST F VGM > 1Y
should be carried out before VGM cut-off time. It is recommended g Flet A o
that our customers submit VGM as soon as possible lest the
container fails to be loaded due belated submission.
11. When is the cut-off time for VGM submission? 1. P B E_VGM Y SR# ) 9

In order not to affect vessel operation, shipper has to submit VGM
to Yang Ming before container gate-in, and the cut-off time for the
submission of final revision should be 24HRs before the vessel
arrived the loading port (estimated arrival time). However, every
terminal/port may adjust the time according to the local practice.
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12. Do terminals accept container gate-in without VGM? 12. BEALTFRLLF VCM o b |7 5 ?
It depends on each terminal’s gate-in policy. However, VGM shall TRAREFBED L DOPIRESI R RA VGM Y 8T 0 - 2
be submitted before cut-off time without fail. Any container EARTRFFEFD o PG VOGM e f et A ok pER (S A
without VGM or submitted VGM after cut-off time will not be VAR VGM e f AR o R ALK AL o @ Dz fe BN AT e A s
loaded aboard ship and any extra cost, risk and liability incurred as bR T ERE o LI A f PR o
a consequence of failure to provide VGM in time shall be borne by
the shipper.

13. Does transshipped unit also require VGM information? 13. #EF G HEE S L3 VGM?
Yes. VGM of transshipped unit is required. Only the container with L ogi@ R mALy B/ EVGMe 25 2 ¥ 4R VGM o h 1 € &
VGM is allowed to be loaded aboard the connecting vessel. If the Fay o 4ok VOM R E R (543 FA8) v B Y £ Bk
VGM has been submitted to Yang Ming according to the required € ¥-VCM # < i@ T ik
procedure (Question 8), Yang Ming will relay it to transshipment
ports.

14. Is revised VGM acceptable after submission? 14. 2_F E X VGM ehig i ?
It is acceptable to revised VGM before cut-off time, but the cost, VGM fedp T8 2k P R 0 FE 0 e e F|pTA Pt s bR E
risk, and liability thus incurred shall be borne by shipper. FESE e @A f ¥

15. Is there any tolerance for VGM? 15. VGM ¥ &% ang £ gsé' X509

Shippers must provide accurate VGM according to “VGM rule”. Any
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container with estimated weight is not allowed.

However, we learned that different countries/areas might have
different rules for VGM’s tolerance and therefore recommend our
customer shall pay attention to and follow those rules.
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16. Is VGM still obligatory if gross weight has already been listed on bill | 16. 4% % 8 + ¢ g5 5= £ > L FREH/EVOM? = HehL B
of lading? Is there any difference between the two information? AT
VGM is still obligatory. There is a difference between the definition B VOM Ll & RE 7|t £ 8L FHELE 0 A VGM
of gross weight on B/L and VGM. Gross weight refers to total cargo e 2 L~ AP EILE T OEP FRLE
weight while VGM includes tare weight of container and the mass ToofRkmpie Ak CEIRZIAFEFTEY > 405 T
of pallets, dunnage and other securing material to be packed in the B~ 1B 3 0 @ VOM % R ivdpdape it dl* o
container. The application is different either. The gross weight is
applied mainly in trade business such as customs declaration, B/L
making, etc. while VGM is applied to vessel stowage plan according
to “VGM rule”.

17. What’s the difference between Gross Weight and Max. Gross 17. £ £ (Gross Weight) fr#% 2§ £ (Max. Gross Weight) £ | &_

Weight?

Gross weight refers to total cargo weight while Max. Gross Weight
refers to the maximum total weight allowed for each container,
including cargo and related mass of pallets, dunnage, etc as well as
container tare weight.
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18. What does Yang Ming do when a certain container is found 18k FIRG ERACEX 2P LR P § Aol L ?
exceeding Max. Gross Weight?
& & &r%’?ﬁ{,}ai\ yﬁmiﬂ%{ﬁ& }_i\f\i‘ﬂf ( Max. Gross
If aloaded container is found exceeding Max. Gross Weight, this Weight) > & p %% 5 ¢ 4 & FEih VGM $5 § A 4E 5 45 o
container will not be loaded aboard ship even with the proper VGM
documentation.
19. How would YM deal with the condition that a discrepancy is found [ 19. § B P # R HFF 2 L€ Efo? FHOVOM 7 b PF o € dofe md? ?
between VGM and its actual weight? . ,
& B4 Bird FEiniciB A ¥ dRnVOM 3 DL KA 0 F P
Yang Ming is not obliged to verify or check the accuracy of declared r? RERG PR FAOVAM e RE 25 L2 FP 5 & R
VGM. However, if Yang Ming finds the declared VGM is different A EATHR E VGM & AR bR o 'ﬂ L ITA R Y S bR R
with its actual weight, Yang Ming is entitled to request the shipper 'E' AR I RiE A f
re-submit new VGM or reject the container. All costs, risks and
liabilities thus incurred shall be borne by shipper.
20. Does Yang Ming provide weighing service? 20. B 0 E_T 3k B fEE PR ?
Yang Ming will not provide such service. o E AR EFE IRAE o
21. What is the VGM data flow? 21. VGM A0 & @ 9

Under general circumstances, VGM data transmission is “Shipper
—Carrier —Terminal”. If customer authorized the terminal to

provide such information, the flow is then “Terminal — Shipper
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—Carrier.”

22. When is the global notice with respect to “VGM” issued by Yang
Ming?

The latest version is updated on YM’s website on Apr 12, 2016.

http://www.yangming.com/news/Press_Release/PressContent.aspx
?UID=2331

22. 5P 5 4% VGM 3 % 2z o 2498 ?
P 4% VGM > 52016 & 4 % 12 p BFiE 204 o

http://[www.yangming.com/news/Press_Release/PressContent.aspx
?UID=2331

23. Where to get further information?
More information with regards to “VGM” can be found on:

http://www.worldshipping.org/industry-issues/safety/cargo-weight
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http://[www.worldshipping.org/industry-issues/safety/cargo-weight

Disclaimer:

The information herein are not intended to amount to legal or
technical advice to any person in general or about a specific case.
Every effort is made to make them accurate and up to date. However,
no responsibility is assumed for their accuracy nor for the views or
opinions expressed, nor for any consequence of or reliance on them.
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